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assume that a poet who describes the shield of 
Achilles and the palace of Alcinous was familiar 
with no craft that could claim trained experts. 

Page 256, "The life of the Greeks in Homer's 
time was in the country. Every man was a 
farmer" ; p. 284, "We read of no shop-keeper, 
Homer knows no word for trader". However when 
Achilles describes the mass of iron in xxiii, 834, he 
says "a mass so large that with it at hand neither 
shepherd nor farmer need go to town for iron". Ev- 
idently iron was for sale or trade in town, which 
implies trade and traders. I need hardly refer to 
the taunt in viii, 162-4, that Odysseus resembled 
not an athlete but a trader. Professor Seymour 
himself on p. 60 uses "trader" in translating this 
passage. 

Page 151, "Somewhat curiously no Homeric wid- 
ower takes a second wife". I should be glad to see 
a catalogue of Homeric widowers who remained 
widowers. Laertes was well beyond his prime 
when his wife died. However, Peleus must have 
married twice, at least, as one of Achilles' generals 
is the son of Polydore, the daughter of Peleus, xvi, 
175. The word "step-mother" is found three times 
in the Iliad, as Gehring shows. 

P- 383, "The animal of which the flesh was to be 
eaten, was slaughtered only when and where the 
flesh was desired". When the ambassadors came 
unexpectedly to Achilles, ix, 209, he had a store of 
various uncooked meats. The constantly recur- 
ring phrase in the Odyssey "entertaining from food 
in store" implies that meat was kept on hand. 

P. 151 and repeated p. 467, "Odysseus' mother, 
after long years of sorrow for her son, at last 
hangs herself in grief, xi, 200". This is not stated 
as a conjecture, but a fact. The authority is as 
follows : xi, 200, f. "Longing for thee, and thy 
counsels, and thoughts of thy loving kindness took 
away my life". A most beautiful and poetic de- 
scription of a broken heart, yet on the sole authority 
of this passage it is stated, not only that she com- 
mitted suicide, but the method is given, by hang- 
ing. 

Page 569, "Rhesus was sleeping in the midst of 
his men, Diomede slays twelve Thracians, and 
Rhesus as the thirteenth". This is made the basis 
for the argument that there were but twenty-five 
Thracians, then from this deductions are made of 
the probable size of the army. This was not writ- 
ten in the spirit of the Introduction. 

P. 669, "The bow of Odysseus, after twenty 
years of disuse, had grown so stiff and hard that 
the suitors were unable to brace it". It never en- 
tered my head, before I read this, that there could 
be any reason for their inability other than their 
own inferiority. Where does the test come, in, if 
it were simply a question of a hardened bow? 
Odysseus braced it with the same ease he had braced 
it many years before. 



P. 149, "Odysseus did no wrong to Penelope by 
his relations with Circe and Calypso." When 
Odysseus told Penelope of his wanderings, xxiii. 
310 ff, he was very careful to omit these particular 
relations, he thought Penelope might think she had 
been wronged. 

P. 134, "With the single exception of the 'Rape 
of Helen', Homer preserves no trace of the ancient 
custom of stealing the bride". Yet Aegisthus took 
Clytaemestra to his own home, and this is certain- 
ly an exact parallel to the "Rape of Helen". 

P. 125, "Clytaemestra is expressly said to have 
a good heart". The phrase is iii, 266, ippeal yip 
KtxpyT' aya6^<riy which does not connote moral ex- 
cellence, but rather intellectual shrewdness, and 
gives a very different impression from "good- 
hearted". 

P. 259, "Homeric slaves lacked the two distin- 
guishing marks of a slave, being allowed to pos- 
sess wife and property of their own, and not being 
sold". The fact that Homer so often states the 
value of a slave shows that slaves had a market 
value, and this implies a possible sale. P. 273, "In 
speaking of Odysseus Eumeaus says that he will 
never find a master so kindly, wherever he may go, 
which surely does not mean wherever he may be 
sold as a slave". It seems to me to mean that 
rather than wherever he may be stolen as a slave. 
The assertion p. 354 that priwf is hardly for p.ov-ovvt 
since Homer never uses p&vos for pavms does not 
apply, since the stem pxsv is found in povueeh, xi.470. 

These apparent slips were due, no doubt, to the 
exhaustion produced by the enormous burden the 
author assumed, and detract but slightly from the 
•great merit of the book. 

Northwestern University John A. ScOTT 



Caesar's Gallic War (Books I-VTI). By Arthur 
Tappan Walker, University of Kansas. Chi- 
cago: Scott, P'oresman & Co. (1907). Pp. 
S28 + 93. 

This is a revision of the Lowe and Ewing edition 
(1891). The characteristic features are notes and 
special vocabulary on the page with the text, and 
an appendix containing paradigms and a resume of 
syntax. The life of Caesar and the military notes 
are brief but contain all that the student is likely 
to assimilate. The few pictures are placed in the 
introduction. There is no attempt to ornament the 
book. With a page already divided into text, notes, 
and vocabulary, it would doubtless have been un- 
desirable to add illustrations or clues to the story. 
This lack has a tendency to make the book look 
monotonous and uninteresting. 

The general vocabulary is limited to necessities. 
A reference to one use of a word in the text is of 
little value ; but the occasional references to the 
construction associated with the word are valuable 
and might well be extended. The author has given 
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more material in the local vocabulary, which is, 
however, largely wasted, for it will not be learned 
by one glance and it will never be seen again after 
the page is turned. 

As to the grammatical appendix, some teachers 
prefer that pupils be driven to use the grammar for 
references, hoping thus to make that book more 
familiar. The grammar, though indispensable for 
study which is prearranged, is never at hand for 
incidental use. The writer believes that full treat- 
ment of form and syntax should be left to the gram- 
mar and to more formal study of the grammar as a 
text -book, but that all the ordinary school texts 
should contain condensed tables and memory forms 
such as the following: 

CUM Rile. 

Since, although Subjunctive 

When, 

A. Pres. and Fut. Time Indicative 

B. Past time, 

1. Time, Emphasized Indicative 

2. Circumstances Emphasized. .Subjunctive 
this book the grammatical appendix is good 

but too full'. To select one illustration, there are 
over two pajes of complicated statement about 
CUM — quite beyond a common pupil. Thus the per- 
fecting of the memory is foiled by devotion to ade- 
quate statement. 

It would be fruitless to discuss at length the ad- 
visability of having notes paged with the text. The 
only justification for such an arrangement is suc- 
cess in selecting and displaying the mater al so tint 
it will inevitably attract the attention of teacher and 
student and get itself read and discussed. . . Every 
one knows that many profitable matters are passed 
over in the pressure of the recitation hour because 
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the teacher forgets to mention them. The best 
substitute for notes at the bottom of the page is a 
carefully considered memorandum (in the teach- 
er's own book) of things to be discussed. The foot 
notes of this book are not especially calculated to 
attract attention and outweigh the objections which 
most teachers feel to notes on the page with the 
text. F. A. Dakin 
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